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Sukkot

“On the fifteenth day of the seventh month....You are to live in sukkot for
seven days...so that generation after generation of you will know that I made
the people of Isra’el live in sukkot when I brought them out of the land of
Egypt; I am ADONAI your G-d.”

Vayikra (Leviticus) 23:39, 42-43

History and Traditions

Sukkot, also known as the Feast of Tabernacles (or booths), is a
week-long celebration of the fall harvest and a time to build booths
(temporary shelters of branches) to remember how the nation of Israel
lived under G-d’s care during their forty years in the wilderness
(Nechemyah/Nehemiah 8:4-17). It is a time of rejoicing in G-d’s
forgiveness and material blessings, as well as remembering His
faithfulness and protection. Jews all over the world celebrate Sukkot by
building and dwelling in temporary booths for eight days. There are
four special plants used to cover the booth: citron, myrtle, palm and

willow (Vayikra/Leviticus 23:40).

Sukkot is one of the three pilgrimage feasts when all Jewish
males were required to go to Jerusalem to “appear in the presence
of ADONAI” (D’varim/Deuteronomy 16:16).

A lulav, made of willow,
palm, and myrtle branches, along
with the etrog (citron), is waved
toward the North, South, East,
and West, as well as up and down,
to symbolize G-d’s omnipresence.

During the Temple era, two
ceremonies were traditionally part
of the last day of Sukkot. In one of
the ceremonies, people with torches marched around the Temple and
then set lights around the walls of the Temple, symbolizing that
Messiah would be a light to the nations (Yesha'yahu/Isaiah 49:6). In
the second ceremony, a priest carried water from the pool of Shiloach
(Siloam) to the Temple, symbolizing the Messianic age to come when
the whole earth will know G-d “as water covering the sea” (Yesha'yahu/
Isaiah 11:9).

“Yah, if You kept a record of sins, who, Adonai, could
stand? But with You there is forgiveness,
so that You will be feared.”
Tehillim (Psalm) 130:3-4

“Don’t count past iniquities against us, but let Your
compassion come quickly to meet us, for we have been
brought very low. Help us, G-d of our salvation, for the
sake of the glory of Your name. Deliver us, forgive our

sins, for Your name’s sake.”
Tehillim (Psalm) 79:8-9
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Simchat Torah (Sh’'mini Atzeret)

“...0n the eighth day you are to have a holy convocation and bring an
offering made by fire to ADONAL it is a day of public assembly; do not
do any kind of ordinary work.”

Vayikra (Leviticus) 23:36b

History and Traditions

Shmini Atzeret, the Eighth-Day Assembly, is observed after the
final day of Sukkot. In addition, Simchat Torah, “Joy of the Torah,” is
usually celebrated in Israel on Sh'mini Atzeret; in the Diaspora, it is
observed on the following day. It is a celebration of giving and
receiving the Torah (the first five books of the Bible) which is the
foundation of Jewish belief and faith. Torah means “instruction” in
Hebrew.

The Torah is divided into portions and read each week in the
worship service. During Simchat Torah, the congregation celebrates
the completion of the reading cycle by carrying Torah scrolls around
the sanctuary in a procession, while singing, dancing, and praising
G-d. When the Torah reaches the bema (podium), it is rolled back to
the first Torah portion, B'resheet (Genesis), which means “in the
beginning”, and the reading cycle begins again.

“All the people gathered with one accord in the open space in
front of the Water Gate and asked ‘Ezra the Torah-teacher to bring the
scroll of the Torahof Moshe, which ADONAThad commanded
Isra’el. ‘Ezra the cohen brought the Torah before the assembly, which
consisted of men, women and all children old enough to understand. It
was the first day of the seventh month.... Nechemyah the Tirshata, ‘Ezra
the cohen and Torah-teacher and the Lvi'im who taught the people said
to all the people, ‘Today is consecrated to ADONAI your  G-d; don’t be
mournful, don’t weep.” For all the people had been weeping when they
heard the words of the Torah. Then he said to them, ‘Go, eat rich food,
drink sweet drinks, and send portions to those who can't provide for
themselves; for today is consecrated to our L-rd. Don’t be sad, because
the joy of ADONAL is your strength.” Nechemyah/Nehemiah 8:1-2, 9-10

Fulfillment in Yeshua

Yom Teruah/Rosh HaShanah has deep Messianic significance.
The rabbis taught that one day the shofar would sound, the Messiah
would come, and the dead would rise. Rav Shaul referred to this in 1
Thessalonians 4:16-17:

“For the L-rd Himself will come down from heaven with a
rousing cry, with a call from one of the ruling angels, and with G-d’s
shofar; those who died united with the Messiah will be the first to rise;
then we who are left still alive will be caught up with them in the clouds
to meet the L-rd in the air; and thus we will always be with the L-rd.”

At the Messiah’s return, all the believers will spend eternity
together in worship and fellowship. In this way, the second coming is
seen with anticipation for believers because of the reuniting of all
believers before G-d. As it says in Yesha'yahu (Isaiah) 45:23-24a,

“In the name of Myself I have sworn, from My mouth has rightly
gone out, a word that will not return — that to Me every knee will bow
and every tongue will swear about Me that only in ADONAI are justice
and strength.”

Some people believe the spring holidays (Pesach, Chag
HaMatzot, and Shavuot) were fulfilled in Messiah’s first coming and
that the autumn holidays (Yom Teruah, Yom Kippur, and Sukkot)
will be fulfilled at His second coming.

“..In the days of the sound from the seventh angel when he
sounds his shofar, the hidden plan of G-d will be brought to
completion, the Good News as He proclaimed it to His servants the
prophets” (Revelation 10:7).

Yeshua will return for His followers and will reign on earth in
Jerusalem as Messiah the King! Amen! Come, Adon Yeshua!
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The tallit is worn during morning services (never during evening
services except for Kol Nidre).

Please do not take your tallit into the bathroom.

There are customs regarding dress for the Days of aNan zuu
Awe that vary from one stream of Judaism to another :
as well as-Ashkenazi and Sephardic traditions. Our 213 vﬁu
synagogue welcomes the expression of these customs -
but does not require the observance of them by our _
congregants except for the guidelines about when it is _Juvw I Z.U
acceptable to wear a tallit. According to our custom,
men do not wear a tallit in the evening except on Erev

Yom Kippur at the Kol Nidrei service. TR0n ZW

- _—
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Baruch HaShem Messianic Synagogue s

972-386-0121

All Scripture is taken from David Stern’s
Complete Jewish Bible (unless otherwise noted).
Portions of the supplemental information are taken from
Rose Publishing’s Feasts and Holidays of the Bible.
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